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OBITUARY
JAMES I. COSTIGAN.

With tho death on Monday of
James Ignatius Costlgan, another
of tho sturdy pioneers passed on

meas-

ure to the development and pro
gress of the district. Dcceasedi
who "was 76 years, was the son of
a police officer, the late Patrick
Costlgan, who was stationed In

Mackay, Walkerston, and Nebo In
tho early days. At one time the

Camily resided on nn allotment on

which the residences of Mr. W, A.

Wright and Dr. E. Chenoweth
now stand. On this land at the

time were two cottages, which
were among the first dwellings
erected in Mackay.

The late James Costlgan at

tended school in Mackay, Walker

ston, and Nebo in the early days
and one of his Nebo school-boy
comrades was Mr, James Perry,
the well-known writer of historical

memoirs.
After the retirement of Patrick

Costlgan, sen., from the police
.crce the family left Nebo and
lived for a time at Swan Hill,

near the propeity now occupied

by Mr. J. Casey, between Wal

kerston and Eton. Later they
vesidod at Walkerston. From

boyhood the son, James, loved a

horse that was possessed of plenty
of spirit. He was a splendid
horseman and his services were

in much demand by drovers and
station managers. When about 18

vears he left with Mr. John
Pascoe, bt other of Mr. James

?ascoe, with a contingent of
horses for Valley Lagoons, in

North-West Queensland, where he

remained for several years. Dur
ing that period he gained pro
minence as an outstanding rider.

Paying him a tribute, Mr. J.

Perry said that he "was one of
the best hoi semen we ever had in
the district, a wonderful camp
rider, and a splendid all-round
station man."

Returning from Valley Lagoons
he purchased a horse team from

Mr. James Pascoe and with Mr.
William Pascoe, jun., entered the
carrying business, carting supplies
from Mackay to Mt. Flora and
outback stations and returning
with loadings of ore from Mt.
Flora and hides and other com

modities from station properties.

Disposing of the teams he re

turned to stock work on Mount
Spencer and later was engaged at
Fort Cooper, where he became

manager for Mr. J. A. Michelmore
and held that position up to the
time of his death. His engagement
on Fort Cooper extended over a

period of nearly 30 years.
In 1901 he was married at

Walkerston to Mary Agnes
Maclean, a member of a well-
known Central Queensland
family, who survives him. The
two surviving sons are Malcolm
James and Warren Alfred, who
also are engaged on Fort Cooper.
The eldest son, William, was

fatally Injured when a horse
stumbled with him at Fort Cooper
in 1919, Brothers of deceased
are Samuel Costlgan (Walker
ston) and Jack (Innisfail). An
other brother (Patrick) passed
away at Walkerston. and a sister
lost her life in a railway accident
near Walkerston. The late Mrs.
James Coyne also was a sister.

The funeral took place on Tues

day afternoon, services at St.
Patrick's Church and at the
graveside being conducted by Rt.
Rev. Mgr. J. Rowan.


